
  Japan: EEW success story, $15M saved 

2003: Two damaging earthquakes 
 

•  $15 million in losses 
•  fire, equipment damage 
•  17 and 13 days loss of productivity 

chip manufacturer 

$600K invested in early warning and 
structural improvements 
•  Sensitive equipment set down on floor 
to reduce shaking and damage 
•  Shear walls in basement 

Two quakes after 
EEW implemented 
 
•  $200K in losses 
•  4.5 and 3.5 
days loss of 
productivity 

ShakeAlert: West Coast Earthquake  

                         Early Warning System 

Using Early Warnings 
 
What can you do when you receive an EEW alert? 
Get out of harms way, and drop, cover and hold on.  

Public education and 
training is an important 
part of any EEW program. 
USGS and partners will 
develop easy to under-
stand instructions for the 
public. Also industrial and 
government users will 
implement automatic 
responses for transit 
systems (such as BART) , 
factories with sensitive 
equipment, and 
emergency response 
entities.  

Sensor Networks Processing 
Alert Creation 

User Actions Field telemetry Alert Delivery 

Receiving demo alerts today: 

 
• >50 scientists  

• Cal OES 

• Google.org 

• BART 

• LA Metro 

• Metrolink 

• Amgen 

• So Cal Edison 

• San Francisco 

• L.A. City 

• L.A. County 

• UC Berkeley OEP 

  many more… 
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